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Revision of the CO2 standards for cars and vans 
 
CLECAT, the European Association for Forwarding, Transport, Logistics and Customs Services, 
welcomes the Commission’s call for evidence and public consultation on the future revision of the 
Regulation on CO2 standards for light-duty vehicles. This revision is a crucial step to align EU climate 
objectives with the practical needs of the freight transport sector, which still faces financial and 
operational hurdles to fully embrace net-zero solutions. Light-commercial vehicles or vans, represent 
a significant share of activity of the freight transport sector, given the increasing importance of last-
mile delivery and urban logistics. To accelerate the adoption of zero-emission solutions, standards 
should be adopted that are realistic, technology-neutral, and supported by the right conditions.  
 
Key principles for the decarbonisation of light commercial vehicles 
 
To accelerate the uptake of zero-emission vans, it is of utmost importance that the enabling conditions 
must be established. CLECAT recognises that incentives play a key role in stimulating demand and 
encouraging the adoption of zero-emission vehicles. The focus should be on the expansion of charging 
and refuelling infrastructure, tailored to commercial routes and depots. The European Commission 
and Member States should urgently address the barriers that currently limit the development of 
charging and refuelling infrastructure. This involves increasing grid capacity, improving grid planning, 
accelerating connections, and pursuing solutions for more cost- and energy-efficient grid use, 
including smart charging technologies. Without adequate infrastructure, even the most ambitious 
targets will remain unreachable for many operators. It is equally critical to implement fiscal and 
financial incentives that drive demand and support companies in integrating zero-emission solutions 
into their fleets by offsetting the higher upfront costs of zero-emission vehicles.  
 
CLECAT has consistently supported technology-neutral standards, allowing operators to choose the 
most suitable low-carbon solutions for their specific needs. For vans, this principle is critical: While 
battery-electric vehicles are well-suited for urban logistics and last-mile deliveries, other applications, 
typically regional deliveries, may require a mix of technologies, such as hydrogen, biofuels, or hybrid 
systems. These alternatives become essential where longer distances and limited charging 
infrastructure pose operational challenges. Prescribing a specific technology, risks creating barriers, 
especially for SMEs and in regions where infrastructure is lacking. A technology-neutral approach 
ensures fair competition and encourages progress across all low-carbon options. 
 
The revision should be the opportunity to recognise the role of advanced biofuels and renewable fuels 
of non-biological origin (RFNBOs) in decarbonising vans. These fuels could serve as bridging 
technologies, particularly for use cases where electrification is not yet viable, such heavy-payload 
operations or less populated areas where charging infrastructure is not fully developed. While the CO2 
standards should continue to incentivise manufacturers to develop more fuel-efficient vehicles, the 
CO2 savings from these fuels should be recognised and supported within the EU legislative framework 
(Renewable Energy Directive, ETS 2…) in the short to medium term, providing a more flexible and 
inclusive pathway to decarbonisation. 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14765-Revision-of-the-CO2-emission-standards-for-cars-and-vans_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14765-Revision-of-the-CO2-emission-standards-for-cars-and-vans/public-consultation_en
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Main recommendations  
 
To ensure a successful transition to zero-emission vans, CLECAT recommends the following actions: 

• Ensure enabling conditions for the uptake of zero-emission vans are met, by:  
o Accelerating the deployment of charging and refuelling infrastructure, particularly in 

commercial hubs and urban areas through targeted funding programs and lifting 
regulatory barriers to the development of infrastructure projects. 

o Expanding fiscal financial incentives, such as targeted funding programs, tax breaks, 
with regulatory to encourage investment in zero-emission technologies. 

o Earmarking revenues from adequate carbon pricing measures (ETS2, Eurovignette) to 
fund the decarbonisation of the road freight sector. 

• Maintain a technology-neutral framework for the decarbonisation of light commercial 
vehicles, allowing operators to choose from a range of low-carbon solutions, including electric, 
hydrogen, and sustainable renewable fuels. 

• Recognise and support renewable fuels into the EU legislative framework to account their CO2 
savings, enabling their use as bridging technologies where electrification is not yet feasible. 

• Review the regulatory framework (CO2 standards for light and heavy-duty vehicles, AFIR, 
Eurovignette, and the RED) at regular and frequent intervals, every two to three years, to 
assess the realities faced by the sector and ensure coherence. 

 
Conclusion 
 
The revision of CO2 standards for vans is a critical step towards achieving Europe’s climate objectives 
while maintaining the efficiency of the logistics sector. CLECAT urges the Commission to design 
standards that are realistic, technology-neutral, and supported by the right conditions to accelerate 
the transition to zero-emission solutions. 
 
Contact details: 
 
CLECAT – European Association for Forwarding, Transport, Logistics and Customs Services 
Rue du Commerce 77 
1040 Brussels 
+32 2 503 4705 
nicolettevdjagt@clecat.org 
www.clecat.org 
 

mailto:nicolettevdjagt@clecat.org
http://www.clecat.org/

